The Indta #lissionary Subtlee 


Se JHE founding of the Mission in India marked the 
| inauguration of a new era in the missionary operations 
ka of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Various causes 

| had combined to hold back the Church from work in 


foreign lands, and beyond a small band of missionaries 


at Foochow, in China, no missionary representative of our Church 
was to be found among the six or seven hundred millions of China 
and India. In Africa an organization had been effected among the 
Afro-American settlers from the United States, but very little had 
been attempted beyond the confines of their settlements. A whole 
generation of English and American missionaries had gone abroad, 
labored, and died, before our Church became aroused to a conviction 
that God would have her bear a part in the mighty task of making 
Christ known to all the tribes and nations of earth. But at 
last the call came, and after the first beginning at Foochow it was 
decided to plant a Mission on a larger scale, and with more definite 
plans, at some point in Northern India. Dr. William Butler was 
selected as leader of the movement, and in 1856 he landed in India 
and selected the western section of Oudh and the small province of 
Rohilkhand as the territory to be occupied by the new Mission. 

The plan adopted for this enterprise was simple enough in outline, 
but in that early day of small things it was regarded in India itself as 
a splendid undertaking, and in the Church at home it stirred up much 


enthusiasm. It was proposed to send out twenty-five missionaries, 


and locate all of them within the limits of the special field selected, 
and the estimated cost of the Mission was to be fifty thousand dollars 
a year. But God's plans were not as man’s plans in this, as in so 
many human undertakings. In Africa such a limited plan might have 
been adopted, but India was a great empire, with a powerful govern- 
ment, and had just entered upon an era of railway building which 
was to make it one of the leading countries in the world for railway 
travel and traffic. For a very few years only the new Mission kept 
within its narrow boundaries, but soon an outward movement © 
commenced, and in less than twenty years the work had been 
extended to all the great centers of population in the empire, and, 
ignoring all boundary lines, had crossed the Bay of Bengal into 
Burma, from which point it was carried on down the coast to the 
important city of Singapore, and thus brought into touch with the 
great “island continent” of Malaysia, including the Philippines. 

It is a notable fact that this great forward movement formed a 
part of.a still wider movement in all the mission fields of the Church. 
When it began we had no work in Italy, or Japan, or Korea, or 
Mexico, or in Africa outside of Liberia, or in South America outside 
of Buenos Ayres, and but little in China beyond the limits of the 
Foochow field. In other words, the progress of the work in Southem 
Asia forms a part of a wider movement affecting the interests of the 
whole Church, and this accounts, in part no doubt, for the favor with 
which the proposal to celebrate the close of the first half century of 
the India Mission by a great Jubilee movement was received by the 
General Conference at Los Angeles. 

It is impossible for a reader in the United States to appreciate fully 
the missionary achievements of the: past fifty years in Southem Asia. 


Expecting at the outset to preach in one language only, the mission- 


aries are now proclaiming the gospel in thirty-five different tongues. 
They have founded schools, and have seen some of these develop 
into high schools and colleges. They have established five publishing 
houses, and are scattering the printed page among people of every 
tongue. They have enlisted a host of anointed preachers, and are 
training them for leadership among nations and peoples who are in 
future ages to play a great part in the progress of the world. 
Beginning without a single adherent, they have gathered around them 
a Christian host of one hundred and fifty thousand souls, showing an 
average annual ingathering of three thousand souls for fifty successive 
years. — 

The General Conference rightly deemed that such a record 
justified a special formal acknowledgment, and accordingly authorized 
the appointment of a Commission to direct the movement. The 
General Missionary Committee at its recent meeting in Boston added 
its indorsement of the proposal, and immediate steps will be taken to 
mature a general plan for the movement and provide for a Jubilee 
worthy of the occasion which calls it forth. 

In connection with this general movement collections will be made 
in aid of four great objects, namely, Property, Publishing, Education, 
and Evangelism. For these four objects an effort will be made to 
collect two hundred thousand dollars. The general movement will 
extend over a period of three years, closmg with 1907, fifty 
years from the opening of the first station at Bareilly by Dr. Butler, 
in 1857. 

J. M. THOBURN, 


President of the Commtssion. 


A. W. RUDISILL, 


Secretary. 
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